and a well sustained spiccato in the lower
ever losing refinement.
nds articular pin-

gave a deeply emotsonal readmg of the
String Quartet No 8 in C Minor, Op 110,
which was technically of the highest order.
The rich and dark sonorities were well sus-
tained throughout with the intense vibrato
creating a beautiful sound. The sarcasm,
wit and self-mockery of Shostakovich
came through clearly in the waltz making
those qualities truly sound like Shosta-
kovich. The combined mixture of gloom,
desperatfon energy and exhitaration of
this music was given a rapt and compelhng
performance
The concert closed wuth Schubert’& Smng
Quartet No 15 In G Major again highlight-
ing the individual character of each mem-
ber's playing. The solo cello opening of the
Andante Un Poco Moto was full of warmth
and musical phrasing with drama and
colour in the sound. Each player has a fine
technique and together married a warmly
romantic intensity with balance of shape.

A tight and skilled performance with preci-
sion of ensemble, intonation, dynamic
range coupled with strong interpretive
abilities. A fitting conclusion to a great
year of concerts from the Pharos Trust and
many thanks must go to them.

By Saskia Constantinou

ing Pharos finale
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